
50 YEARS OF COOPERATION TO PROMOTE U.S. NATIONAL & ENERGY SECURITY

DOI uses DoD's evaluations to inform their decision-

making process.

In August 2017, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and Defense 

Secretary James Mattis established an interagency working 

group that will, "provide an effective interface between the 

Department of Defense and the Department of [the] Interior." 

DOD AGREES THAT

The Department of Defense (DoD) and the Department 
of the Interior (DOI) have worked together for decades 
to facilitate the needs of both departments in 
conjunction with offshore energy exploration and 
production.1
 
Since the 1970s, natural gas and oil development has 
occurred in concert with military operations, training 
and testing in areas along the Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS). The same approach would apply to proposed 
Atlantic OCS sites. 

of the Mid-Atlantic planning area 
could be available for offshore 

exploration and drilling without 
impact to military operations, 

training and testing.2

90%

THE U.S. MILITARY RELIES HEAVILY ON 
ENERGY SECURITY TO OPERATE AND 
PROTECT OUR NATION.

DoD's total energy bill was $12.4 billion in fiscal year 2016, 

making it America's largest energy consumer.4

1. Report on the compatibility of Department of Defense (DoD) activities with oil and gas resource 
development on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 15 February 2010
2. https://www.boem.gov/2017-2022-DoD-OCS-Report/

$12.4B

in the Gulf of Mexico exist in 
military operating areas. 3

36% 
OF ACTIVE LEASES

ACTIVE LEASES AS OF MARCH 2018

100% OF PROPOSED OFFSHORE 
LEASES ARE ANALYZED AND 
EVALUATED BY DOD.

MILITARY OPERATING AREAS

3. https://pilotonline.com/news/local/environment/article_fea311a7-00e2-5fe0-a563-6f1859eb3e79.html
4. Powering the Department of Defense: Initiatives to Increase Resiliency and Energy Security, September 2017

JUST A DECADE AGO, THE U.S. WAS MORE DEPENDENT ON OVERSEAS ENERGY THAN EVER. WITH CONTINUED COOPERATION BETWEEN DOD 

AND DOI, NEW EXPLORATION ALONG THE OCS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO DOMESTIC ENERGY SELF-SUFFICIENCY FOR DECADES TO COME.

https://www.boem.g

https://aoghs.org/offshore-history/offshor


