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NATURAL GAS AND OIL 
A CRITICAL CONTRIBUTOR TO AMERICAN PROSPERITY

The natural gas and oil industry is a critical part of the U.S. economy.  In 2015, these energy resources 
supported 10.3 million jobs and contributed more than $1.3 trillion to the U.S. economy.

The total employment impact is a trusted indicator of an industry’s effect on economic growth. The natural 

gas and oil industry is a serious contributor, supporting 10.3 million full- and part-time jobs through direct 

employment and indirect support to other sectors in 2015. Research shows that for every direct natural 

gas and oil job, an additional 2.7 jobs are supported elsewhere in the economy. These jobs make up 5.6 
PERCENT OF THE NATION’S TOTAL EMPLOYMENT.

In addition to well-paying jobs, the industry supported an estimated $1.3 trillion dollars of the U.S. economy 

in 2015. That is 7.6 PERCENT OF U.S. GDP. This economic impact is a result of wages, taxes, 

capital investments and support to other industries. These benefits extend far beyond traditional natural gas 

and oil producing states. Recent research shows measurable ECONOMIC BENEFITS IN ALL 50 
STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Resource: “Impacts of the Natural Gas and Oil Industry on the U.S. Economy in 2015,” prepared for the American Petroleum Institute by PwC in July 2017: 
http://www.api.org/~/media/Files/Policy/Jobs/Oil-and-Gas-2015-Economic-Impacts-Final-Cover-07-17-2017.pdf


