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Guidelines

for Making
Practical Choices

Dear Colleagues,

| am proud to introduce the API Purchasing Guidelines
Handbook, the first inclusive publication that contains purchasing
guidelines from each applicable API Specification in the API
Monogram Program. The APl Monogram Program is based on 70
API equipment and service specifications, covering oilfield
equipment, refinery equipment, aviation fuel handling and well
perforator standards. Currently over 1,675 companies in 67
countries are licensed to use the APl Monogram on their
products, and over 2,300 licenses have been issued. Seventy
percent of APl Monogram Program licensees are based outside
of the United States and range from small, entrepreneurial firms
to large, multinational corporations. They are involved in making
a variety of equipment, ranging from valves, casing and tubing,
line pipe, drilling equipment, pumps, drilling fluids, and well
cement, to blowout preventors, cranes and electric motors.

The API Purchasing Guidelines Handbook contains the purchasing
suggestions and data sheets for the API product and service
standards covered by the APl Monogram Program. Moreover, they
have been reformatted to look consistent and to ask that
all-important question, “Does it have an APl Monogram?” The
APl Monogram is the Licensee’s warranty to APl and the buyer
that the product meets the API product standard in every detail.
What better way to ensure that your purchasing requirements
meet the minimum requirements recommended by the API
subcommittees that control the product specifications, than to
follow the purchasing guidelines they have agreed to include in
the standard?

The API Purchasing Guidelines Handbook is presented in a
loose-leaf three-ring binder that facilitates use and updating of
the guidelines. Although reformatted for ease of use by
purchasers and suppliers, the information in each guideline is
identical to the suggestions, recommendations, or data sheets
shown in the referenced specification. Also, to ensure that the
information is current and traceable, each guideline references
the API specification number, edition and date from which it was
obtained. API will update individual guidelines when there are
revisions to the listed specifications. These updates will be
available through the API website and can be downloaded and
placed in the binders.

We at the American Petroleum Institute understand that the
exchange of accurate information between end users,
purchasers, suppliers, and manufacturers in the procurement of
equipment and services is critical to the best interests of the
industry. We have developed this handbook to assist all parties in
the exchange of pertinent information regarding products in the
API Monogram Program.

With best regards,

John D. Modine
Director, Certification Programs
American Petroleum Institute

American

Petroleum

Institute
American Petroleum Institute
Certification Programs
1220 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005-4070
USA
Telephone 202-962-4791
Fax 202-682-8070
Email quality@api.org
www.api.org
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Special

Notes

for Using API Publications

API publications necessarily address problems of a general
nature. With respect to particular circumstances, local, state,
and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed.

APl is not undertaking to meet the duties of employers, manufac-
turers, or suppliers to warn and properly train and equip their
employees, and others exposed, concerning health and safety
risks and precautions, nor undertaking their obligations under
local, state, or federal laws.

Information concerning safety and health risks and proper
precautions with respect to particular materials and conditions
should be obtained from the employer, the manufacturer or
supplier of that material, or the material safety data sheet.

Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed

as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, for the
manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or product
covered by letters patent. Neither should anything contained in
the publication be construed as insuring anyone against liability
for infringement of letters patent.

Generally, API standards are reviewed and revised, reaffirmed,
or withdrawn at least every five years. Sometimes a one-time
extension of up to two years will be added to this review cycle.
This publication will no longer be in effect five years after its
publication date as an operative API standard or, where an
extension has been granted, upon republication.

Status of this publication can be ascertained from the API
Certification Programs department:

American Petroleum Institute
Certification Programs

1220 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005-4070
USA

Telephone 202-962-4791
Fax 202-682-8070
Email quality@api.org

API standards are published to facilitate the broad availability

of proven, sound engineering and operating practices. These
standards are not intended to obviate the need for applying
sound engineering judgment regarding when and where these
standards should be utilized. The formulation and publication of
API standards is not intended in any way to inhibit anyone from
using any other practices.

Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance
with the marking requirements of an APl standard is solely
responsible for complying with all the applicable requirements

of that standard. API does not represent, warrant, or guarantee
that such products do in fact conform to the applicable API
standard.

A catalog of API publications, programs and services is published
annually and updated biannually by API, and available through:

Global Engineering Documents
15 Inverness Way East

M/S C303B

Englewood, CO 80112-5776
USA

Telephone 1-800-854-7179 (Toll-free in the U.S. and Canada)
303-397-2740 (Local and International)

Fax 303-3997-2740

Online www.global.ihs.com

Questions concerning the interpretation of the content of

this publication or comments and questions concerning the
procedures under which this publication was developed should
be directed in writing to:

Director of Certification Programs
American Petroleum Institute
1220 L Street, N\W

Washington, DC 20005-4070
USA

Requests for permission to reproduce or translate all or any part
of the material published herein should be directed in writing to:

Director of Business Services
American Petroleum Institute
1220 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005-4070
USA

Copyright 2009 - American Petroleum Institute. All rights
reserved. API, APl Monogram, the API logo and APl Monogram
logo are either trademarks or registered trademarks of the
American Petroleum Institute in the United States and/or other
countries. No part of this work may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior
written permission from the publisher. Contact the Publisher at:

American Petroleum Institute
Publishing Services

1220 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005-4070
USA

Copyright 2009 - American Petroleum Institute. All rights reserved.
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