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US Pipeline Transportation System

•2.4 million miles (3.86 million km)

•Transports two-thirds of energy consumed
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Pipeline Safety Statutory Charge

• PHMSA’s mandate is contained in 49 USC 60101 et seq.

• PHMSA establishes and enforces minimum safety standards for the 
design, construction, operation, and maintenance of pipeline 
facilities in accordance with 49 CFR PARTS 190-199 Pipeline Safety 
Regulations.

• Pipeline safety regulations available on line at http://ops.dot.gov

• Ensures national consistency for pipeline standards across state 
borders

• States may enact more stringent standards for intrastate pipelines

http://ops.dot.gov/
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PHMSA Strategic Focus

• Improve the safety of the Nation’s pipelines

– Reduce the number of serious incidents causing 
death and injury

– Reduce the likelihood of any incidents in high 
consequence areas 

– Reduce the potential for hazardous liquids spills 
into unusually sensitive areas 

• Provide the basis for increased public confidence in pipeline 
safety
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Serious Pipeline Incidents

Serious Pipeline Incidents
(Incidents involving death or injury, 1986-2005)
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PHMSA Regions
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Typical Response Process
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Liquid Pipeline Reporting

Any release resulting in:

• Explosion or fire (unintentional)

• More than 5 gallons lost

• Death or serious injury (hospitalization)

• Property damage, including value of product lost and 
cost of cleanup/recovery, more than $50,000. 

• 49 CFR 195.50
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Incident Information Flow
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Incident Information Flow
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“Only when you grasp the complexity of a thing, can you learn to cherish simplicity.”  Hess 2008

Information Entities – PHMSA Event Notification Process
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Incident Communications Decision Tree
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Thank you

Alan Mayberry

alan.mayberry@dot.gov

(202) 366-5124


