
Preparing for the 2009 

Compliance Date

Mark W. Howard
U.S. EPA Office of Emergency Management

API 2008 Storage Tank Conference
Forth Worth, TX

October 8, 2008

SPCC:



SPCC Rule Applicability

The SPCC rule applies to a facility that 
meets the following criteria: 

Drills, produces, gathers, stores, processes, refines, 
transfers, distributes, uses, or consumes oil and oil 
products; and

Is non-transportation-related (i.e. facility is not exclusively 
covered by DOI or DOT); and

Can reasonably be expected to discharge oil in quantities 
that may be harmful into or upon the navigable waters of 
the U.S. or adjoining shorelines; and

Meets capacity thresholds

ÅAboveground storage > 1,320 gallons; or

ÅCompletely buried storage > 42,000 gallons



Exemptions to Consider

ÅCompletely buried storage tanks subject 

to all UST rule technical requirements

ÅPermanently closed containers

ÅBulk storage containers with less than 55 

gallons capacity

ÅMotive power containers 

ÅExempt containers not counted towards 

capacity or regulated

ïExempt USTs must be marked on the diagram

New in 

2002

New in 

2006



Proposed Exemptions to Consider:

ÅHot-Mix Asphalt (HMA)

ïProposal did not exempt Asphalt Cement 

(AC), cutbacks or emulsions

ÅPesticide application equipment and 

related mix containers

ÅResidential heating oil containers

ÅUSTs at nuclear power stations

Proposed 

2007



PE Certification Attestation

ÅA licensed PE must review and certify a Plan 

and technical amendments 

ïQualified facilities may opt to self-certify Plans in 

lieu of PE-certification  

ïIn the certification, the PE attests that:

ÅHe is familiar with the rule requirements

ÅHe or his agent visited and examined the facility

ÅThe Plan has been prepared in accordance with good 

engineering practice, including the consideration of 

applicable industry standards, and with the requirements of 

40 CFR part 112

ÅProcedures for required inspections and testing have been 

established

ÅThe Plan is adequate for the facility

New in 

2002


