
NAFTA
Increase United States Influence over Russia 
and China in Mexico’s Energy Market

PROTECTS UNITED STATES  
NATIONAL SECURITY



UNITED STATES ACCESS TO VENEZUELA  
LOST TO RUSSIA AND CHINA
PRESENCE OF U.S. OIL AND NATURAL GAS COMPANIES IN VENEZUELA 
Largest Foreign Investor Stakes in Major Oil & Natural Gas Projects 

U.S. vs. CHINA AND RUSSIA FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO VENEZUELA  
2005-2018

China #17 
Export Partner

$0.30  
Billion
EXPORTS

China #3 
Export Partner

$30+  
Billion
EXPORTS

2005            vs.              2018

U.S. private sector companies financing 
Venezuela oil and natural gas fields

China:         $60B in loans, $28.1B outstanding   
        Taken 579K b/d oil as payment
Russia:        $17B in loans, $9.1 outstanding
        Rosneft resells 225K b/d oil as    
         payment and trades it globally
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UNITED STATES ACCESS TO MEXICO – KEEP 
CHINA AND RUSSIA OFF OUR BORDER
U.S. EXPORTS TO MEXICO; MEXICO TO U.S. AND CHINA1

U.S. ACCESS TO MEXICO’S OIL & NATURAL GAS MARKET2

2018                          vs.        2030 - Potential

#6 Refineries in Mexico 

66%
Refineries Operating at 66% Design Capacity, 
Owned/Operated by PEMEX

Production Blocks Awarded to Foreign Investors

THE TOP 5 COUNTRIES

Aggressive U.S. and 
U.S.-allied* investment 
in Mexico’s pipeline and 
fuels sectors:

6 owned/operated by 
PEMEX.

U.S. exports of refined 
products to Mexico are 
more competitive than 
products from Mexico’s 
refineries.

#7 Refineries in Mexico 

FULL 
Refineries Operating at Full 

Design Capacity*

6 owned/operated 
by PEMEX, upgraded 

with potential Chinese 
investment.

 
1 new refinery, 

potentially owned/
operated by Chinese.

 
Potential aggressive 

Chinese investment in 
Mexico’s pipeline and 

fuels sectors.

2015                   vs.                2030 - Potential

503
Mbbl/d
Natural Gas
(oil equivalent)

690
Mbbl/d

Refined 
Products

688
Mbbl/d

Crude Oil

9
Mbbl/d

Crude Oil

459 
Mbbl/d

Crude Oil

U.S. and Mexico  U.S. and Mexico 

369
Mbbl/d
Natural Gas

64
Mbbl/d

Refined 
Products

0
Mbbl/d

Crude Oil

Mexico to China  Mexico to China  

19%

15%

13%

11%

11%

23%

19%

11%

11%

5%



SOURCES:  
*Full refinery capacity is 89.6%, the 2012-2016 U.S. average.
# 1; Refined Products Exports by Destination and U.S. Imports by Country of Origin; U.S. Natural Gas Exports and Re-Exports by Country and U.S. Natural Gas Imports by Country. 
# 2; Rigzone. 5 December 2016. BHP, CNOOC, European majors among winners for Mexican deepwater blocks. 
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IF THE U.S. STAYS IN NAFTA AND 
MODERNIZES NAFTA IN THE RIGHT 
WAY FOR ENERGY, WE WILL INCREASE 
U.S. JOBS, ENHANCE U.S. NATIONAL 
SECURITY AND INCREASE U.S. INFLUENCE 
OVER RUSSIA AND CHINA IN MEXICO.

            HOW: 

WIN 1      WIN 2     WIN 3
Bind Mexico in 

NAFTA to keep 

its energy market 

open to the U.S. 

– Negotiate clear 
and binding 
commitments 
for a U.S. energy 
presence in 
Mexico. 

Make a modernized 
NAFTA permanent 
– Do not continue to 

negotiate a “sunset 

clause”.

Strengthen 
NAFTA’s investment 
protections and 
retain Investor-
State Dispute 
Settlement (ISDS) – 

Do not continue  

to negotiate for  

“opt-in/opt-

out” ISDS or 

other weakened 

investment 

provisions.




