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It’s great to be back in Texas. And it’s a privilege to share a stage with some of the most 
steadfast advocates for U.S. energy leadership starting right here in Texas. TXOGA and API 
have the same goal, and it’s based on this event’s theme: “Energy Dominance Starts in 
Texas.” The goal is to make sure that the Energy Dominance that starts in Texas, doesn’t end in 
Washington, DC. 
  
The way I see it, achieving that goal will take three things:  
  

1. Implementing policies that ensure the United States remains the dominant player in 
world markets 

2. Building the infrastructure to support U.S. energy leadership, and 
3. Communicating the energy industry’s story – including its dedication to safety and 

environmental stewardship -- to the next generation of voters 

I joined API in July and immediately hit the road to meet the men and women of this great 
industry. Texas – naturally - accounted for several of my first stops. Looking back, I could have 
done the entire tour in Texas and seen every aspect of the industry – offshore and onshore.  It’s 
remarkable: from production at the well site, to transportation through the pipeline, to processing 
at the refinery, and on to export facilities.  
  
It doesn’t take much time in Texas to understand why Venezuela, Russia and Saudi Arabia are 
nervous when they look at the list of the world’s top producers. They understand “Energy 
Dominance Starts in Texas” – and the first step to ensuring it doesn’t end in DC is to make sure 
policymakers know another important fact: “U.S. Economic Success Starts with Continued 
Energy Leadership.”  
  
It’s truly been a remarkable 10 years.  
Consider that since 2008: 

• Crude oil production has doubled;  
• Natural gas production has increased 33 percent,  
• At the same time, U.S. CO2 emissions have dropped to their lowest levels in 25 years, 
• Today net petroleum imports are on track to drop to their lowest level since Lyndon 

Johnson was President.  

With numbers like that, the energy revolution has had a real impact on Americans – and not just 
at the gas pump.  U.S. natural gas and oil supports 10.3 million jobs – up more than a million 
and growing. Strong oil and gas production helped lead the country out of the 2008 recession; 
Purdue University economists said the recession would have lasted years longer without it.  
  
It’s been a game-changer -- for the economy, for politics -- and for policy.  
  
America is safer and stronger as a nation when the energy industry is strong. Every other 
industry depends on affordable and reliable flows of energy. And when the world’s military 
superpower is also the world’s energy superpower, our national security is strengthened, and 
we have more options to achieve our geopolitical objectives.  



  
That’s what U.S. energy leadership means. But, as you well know, we can’t rest on our success. 
We have the resources, the workers and the technology to keep going. But we also need the 
right policies to sustain the momentum.  
That’s what I mean by: energy dominance starts in Texas, and we must make sure it doesn’t 
end in Washington – now or in the future.  
  
What we need from policymakers is common sense and a level playing field.  
  
In that context, it’s been a decade of both headwinds and tailwinds. 
  
When I first started in Washington: 
  

• American energy security was merely a talking point. Now, thanks to this industry’s 
innovation and risk taking, it’s a reality. 

• Exploration in ANWR was once a symbolic vote in Congress. Today it is a real 
possibility.  

•   
• The oil export ban – a relic of the ‘70s oil embargo -- wasn’t even talked about. But it 

was lifted in 2015 -- during the tenure of a Democratic president, no less -- and the U.S. 
is a world leader in crude exports to our allies.  

• At some points this year, we’ve actually exported more oil per day than most OPEC 
nations produce per day.  

Let’s narrow the time frame to the past two years, and the successes really start to accumulate.  
  

• Congress has passed historic tax reforms that boost U.S. competitiveness and make it 
easier for the industry to invest.   

• The Interior Department has proposed a five-year leasing plan that could unlock vast 
offshore resources for responsible development.  

• And the administration is right to take another look at key regulations, to root out “one-
size-fits-all” requirements that may look good on paper, but in real-world operations can 
hamper safety and stand in the way of deploying the most advanced technologies and 
practices.  

• On trade, the new U.S. Mexico Canada Agreement protects vital energy trade flows.  

No one understands the importance of North American trade better than Texas. Trade with 
Canada and Mexico supports 1 million jobs in Texas alone. And Canada and Mexico are among 
our top energy customers, purchasing more than 710 million barrels of crude oil and refined 
products in 2017.  
  
The USMCA, or NAFTA 2.0, maintains key market access and zero tariff policies, along with 
investment protections, that will keep energy trade – and economic activity – going.  
But that’s not to say there aren’t headwinds.  
  
We’re headed in the right direction on trade in North America, but when it comes to trade 
around globe, we have work to do.   
  
Take these two examples. 
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First, the administration’s trade policies applying tariffs and quotas on essential steel and 
aluminum products don’t just increase costs. In some cases, the specialty products we need to 
build equipment and pipelines aren’t even available from U.S. sources – a reality that 
jeopardizes our ability to make the investments needed for the next decade of energy 
leadership.  
  
The escalating trade dispute with China puts our LNG exports in the crosshairs, just as we’ve 
gained a significant foothold in this major arena. Getting priced out of China’s fast-growing 
energy market benefits our competitors like Russia and Qatar, and we must find a way to 
address discriminatory trade practices – a vital objective – without jeopardizing U.S. jobs.  
  
Shifting to infrastructure, investment and streamlined permitting is a priority for the White House, 
and Congress and the administration have made substantial progress in accelerating approval 
processes.  
But America’s energy needs are growing. Government projections show natural gas and oil will 
supply an estimated 60 percent of U.S. energy needs in 2040 and a growing figure around the 
globe. And we need infrastructure to keep reliable, affordable energy moving to families and 
businesses – and to break bottlenecks like you’re experiencing in the Permian.  
  
When pipeline constraints slow production in our most prolific resource bases, the very heart of 
the U.S. energy revolution is threatened. This is where mobilizing together to educate 
consumers is key. TXOGA is doing exemplary work to demonstrate to lawmakers that energy is 
essential to powering the nation, and we are laser focused on supporting you, including 
advocating for federal policies to ensure this energy leadership grows. 
  
Fuels policy is also a mixed bag. We have bipartisan support in Congress to end the outdated 
ethanol mandate put in place when America’s energy picture was much different.  But earlier 
this month the Administration moved to allow year-round E15 sales – even when 3 out of every 
4 vehicles on the road today are not compatible with E15.  We are deploying a wide array of 
tools – including exploring legal options – to protect consumers and car engines from the 
consequences of E15.  
  
Continued collaboration between API and TXOGA is critical to overcoming each of these 
challenges. The vast majority of American voters support U.S. leadership in responsibly 
developing, producing and using natural gas and oil because they see firsthand how energy 
enables modern life every day.  
  
I don’t share Todd’s stature as a former elected official, but I spent the first part of my career – 
nearly two decades - on Capitol Hill as a public servant.  I’ve had the opportunity to talk to my 
fair share of constituents.  To me, it’s clear that our industry has a compelling story to tell – 
today more than ever – one that will resonate with voters.  
  
In touring facilities from the Permian to the Bakken, and from Cushing to Canada, I’ve been 
struck by three things: 
  

• One, the industry’s safety culture. The men and women of this industry are committed to 
operating safely, and that permeates every single aspect of their work. We must shine a 
brighter light for the American people on the 24/7 safety redundancies we employ. 

• Next is the passion for innovation. That applies to safety, but it also applies to increasing 
production, and environmental stewardship. The industry is producing cleaner fuels 



while shrinking its environmental footprint and reducing emissions. We must shine a 
brighter light on how innovating is part of every day for our industry. 

• Lastly, but binding it all together, is the pride the industry has in its work. As well it 
should. This is an industry that has done more to advance civilization than any other 
force the world has ever seen. We provide the foundation that makes modern life 
possible.   

The American people have a great stake in our success. By working together, and keeping sight 
of energy’s fundamental value, we can ensure the energy revolution that started in Texas 
endures.  
  
I’m proud of the work API and TXOGA will accomplish together in the years ahead. 
  
Thank you, and I’m happy to take your questions. 
  
### 
 


