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Delaware 
 

Economic Impacts of Natural Gas 

There were 7,985 jobs in Delaware related to natural gas. These jobs represented 1.8 percent 
of total state jobs.   The top three sectors with the greatest number of jobs were natural gas 
distribution, industrial equipment and machinery repair and maintenance, and NGL retail.  The 
contribution to the Delaware economy in terms of direct, indirect, and induced value added in 
2015 was $1.02 billion, of which $0.57 billion was related to the end use segment, $0.37 billon 
was from the infrastructure segment, and $0.09 billion was from the production segment. 

Natural Gas Consumers 

In 2015, Delaware consumed 101 Bcf of natural gas in all sectors.  There were a total of 
175,000 customers.  The value of natural gas delivered to consumers was $0.50 billion. 

Delaware has 161,600 residential customers who consumed 11 Bcf in 2015.  Average 
consumption was 70 Mcf per household.  Residential demand was 72 percent for space 
heating, 20 percent for water heating, 3 percent for cooking, and 5 percent for other uses. 

Delaware has 13,400 commercial customers who consumed 12 Bcf in 2015. Average 
consumption per commercial customer was 873 Mcf.  Commercial demand was 42 percent for 
space heating, 26 percent for water heating, 11 percent for cooking, and 21 percent for other 
uses. 

There are 144 industrial customers in Delaware who consumed 33 Bcf in 2015.  Average 
consumption per industrial customer was 230 MMcf.  The top industries for gas consumption 
were Chemicals (NAICS Code 325), Food (311), Petroleum and Coal Products (324), Plastics 
and Rubber Products (326), and Agriculture (11), representing 87 percent of industrial demand. 

Delaware has 10 power plants consuming natural gas.  In 2015, gas consumption was 45 Bcf, 
representing 86 percent of power generation in the state.  Average consumption per customer 
was 4,473 MMcf. 

Natural Gas Infrastructure 

Delaware has no oil and gas wells or production and all natural gas consumed comes from 
other states. The state has 336 miles of gas pipelines, and 40 miles of product pipelines.  There 
were 3,105 miles of gas distribution mains and 2,178 miles of service lines.   
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Exhibit 7-9: Delaware State Factsheet 

 

Segment Category Direct & 
Indirect Induced Total Direct & 

Indirect Induced Total Direct & 
Indirect Induced Total

Power Generation 507           835           1,342        40           42            82            184         73           258         
Industrial 344           1,154        1,498        24           57            81            52           102         154         
Residential/ Commercial 365           557           922           24           29            53            90           50           140         
Export 68             117           185           5             6              11            5             10           16           
Transportation 0               0               0               0             0              0              0             0             0             
Processing 72             198           270           5             10            15            6             18           24           
Pipelines 304           536           840           21           27            48            26           49           75           
Distribution 978           880           1,858        71           45            116           181         80           261         
Wholesalers, Marketers, 
Other 20             21             41             1             1              3              3             2             5             

Production Natural Gas/ NGLs 301           728           1,029        24           36            61            27           65           92           
All Segments Grand Total 2,960        5,025        7,985        215         253           468           574         450         1,024       
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