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Though it is not often that geologic sources of methane are confused with 

methane generated during the biodegradation of petroleum, these instances 

usually involve major issues of liability.  In contrast, the number of instances 

for which methane in shallow soil is attributed to degradation of petroleum – 

but isn’t – may be quite common.  For these instances, the degradation of 

petroleum may provide the anaerobic conditions necessary for 

methanogenesis but the carbon in the methane may be derived from young 

organic matter. 


