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API lawsuit seeks equal treatment for Alaska in interim rule 

WASHINGTON – API today issued the following statement regarding the suit it filed in U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia: 

       “The oil and natural gas industry is committed to the conservation of the polar bear and 

other marine mammals. Companies active in Arctic region energy exploration implement polar 

bear mitigation and avoidance programs, and they provide funding and logistical support for 

important polar bear studies carried out in the United States and in Canada. API filed a lawsuit 

in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia yesterday because it believes the U.S. 

Interior Department‟s determination that the Endangered Species Act is „not the right tool to set 

U.S. climate policy‟ makes sense, and that the interim final rule issued by the Department needs 

to be expanded to include Alaska as the Act is implemented. API member companies are not 

challenging the listing of the polar bear as a threatened species.” 
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